Hon jack Dempsey MP
Member far Bundaberg

Minister for Police

File No: SPD/D0151 and Community Safety

Ref No:  05249-2012

Mr Neil Laurie

The Clerk of Parliamaent
Parllamsnt House
George Street
BRISBANE QLD 4000

Doar Mr Laurie

Thank you for your correspondence recelved on 18 June 2012, regarding the petition
received by the Quesnsland Legislative Assembly: 1902-12.

t have read the request in the petlfion and found it is not specific In its terms. No leglslative
change 1o the Queensland fire levy, other than an annual adjustment of fees and charges
for the effect of the Consumer Price Index have been proposed.

However, noting the addresses on the petition, | have taken the request to be regarding
the inclusion in the existing Hervey Bay urban fire district of the area around the recently
complated Craignish Auxiliary Flre and Rescuse Statlon, and the application of the urban
fire lavy system to that area, | also note that of the 41 petitioners, 30 do not raside within

the area affecied.

Tha new auxiliary fire station at Craignish replaces the Plalba auxillary fire statlon and
commencead operations in Decamber 2011,

The Craignish station now provides a fuli urban auxlliary fire service, working alongslde

the 24 hour per day, saven days per wesk permansntly crewed Hervey Bay Fire and Rescue
Station and the surrounding rural flre brigades, to meet the demands for fire and rescue
services in the rapidly developing Hervey Bay coastal areas of Craignish, Dundaowran,
Toogoom, Nikenbah and surrounding areas.
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The Cralgnish station operational response area overlaps the oparational response area
of the 24/7 permanently crewed fire and rescue station at Torquay, and forms part of the
Hervay Bay ‘A class' urban fire levy district, in the same manner as the previous Pialba

auxiliary statfon.

This service delivery model! is replicated in other areas in the State serviced by an suxiliary
station and a permanantly crewed station.

A rangs of consulfation and communicatlon actlvities had been underiaksn prior to
commencemsant of construction of the Cralghish station. Thosa activities includad the
Ministerial Designation process, meetings with the Fraser Coast Regional Council and
rural fire brigades in the aresa, and community masetings on 11, 12 and 24 February 2012.
The Queensiand Flre and Rescue Service is cantinuing to work with the Fraser Coast
Reglonal Council and rural fire brigades groups to ensure an appropriate level of resources
are avallable to the affacted rurai brigades.

There are some 4,700 additional propertles that are now Included in the Hervey urban
district. Not sl properties will attract the $186.80 current levy that applies to a residence.
In fact, an estimated 65 percent of properties are vacant land which currently attracts a
lavy of $46.00. As these properties are developed they will be re-assessed by the iocal
government and the appropriate urban fire levy will be applied. The changes are a
consaquence of delivering essential fire and rascus services to the area around Hervay
Bay which Is experiencing continuad urban development and are consistent with similar
communities thraughout Queansland.

The petltion provides no grounds for the purported proposed changes to the Queensiand
fire levy to be abandoned. Further, as advised, no legislative change to the Queensland
fire levy, other than an annual adjustment of fees and charges has been proposed.

Should you raquire further assistance, please contact Mr Michael Prain, Chisf of Staff,
on talephone number (07) 3239 0199,

Yours sincersly

l

J peey MP
ipistar for Podice and Community Safaety



